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	Curriculum Taught in school

	
	YES
	NO

	Academic Content  Standards

	
	YES
	NO

	Class Size/Workload

	
	YES
	NO

	Length of School Year/Work Year

	
	YES
	NO

	Teacher Credentialing

	
	YES
	NO

	ESEA/NCLB/RTTT

	
	YES
	NO

	Collective Bargaining Rights

	
	YES
	NO

	School Nutrition

	
	YES
	NO

	Your Salary

	
	YES
	NO

	Fringe Benefits

	
	YES
	NO

	Federal School Aid

	
	YES
	NO

	School Budget

	
	YES
	NO

	Social Security Participation

	
	YES
	NO

	Employee Rights/Due Process

	
	YES
	NO

	Length of Work Day

	
	YES
	NO

	Health Care/Safety Standards

	
	YES
	NO

	Hiring Practices

	
	YES
	NO

	Workers Compensation

	
	YES
	NO

	Legal Protection for Children

	
	YES
	NO

	Unemployment Benefits

	
	YES
	NO

	Retirement Benefits

	
	YES
	NO
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POLITICAL ACTIVITY COMMITMENT


Attend a school board meeting

Write/email your legislature – Be a BEA/OEA cyberlobbist 

Volunteer to work our local phone banks

Legislative Contact Team – Work to build ongoing relationships with local legislators

Assist in the OEA PIE Drive at your school site

Assist in supporting/developing pro-public education School Board candidates

Become an informed educator and union member who monitors the political decisions affecting you, public education, and your livelihood.  

Join other OEA members from across the state in the February 20, 2012  Presidents’ Day Rally for Public Education

Other:_____________________________



Name:________________________________________
School Site:____________________________________
Home Phone Number:___________________________
Home email address:____________________________
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Is It Politics?

Materials:  
White board, markers, Is It Politics? Handout and Script

Script

“Most of us didn’t get into teaching to get more involved in local/state/federal politics.  Many of us don’t want to get involved in politics because we don’t see a point.”


Activity 1
[Ask for the definition of politics. Get a few answers from members and write them on newsprint. Then give them the Webster’s definition of politics. “1. (noun) the theory and practice of government, especially the activities associated with governing, with obtaining legislative or executive power, or with forming and running organizations connected with the government.”]

“Can we agree that politics is being actively involved in our government?”

Activity 2

Distribute handout “Is It Politics?” Ask participants to look at the list. Ask, “Does politics decide these issues?’ Ask them to circle yes or no.

“Ultimately, they are ALL decided through some kind of government action. That makes them political. Do we have any say over these decisions?  We do, if we are involved in politics.  We do, if we are involved in electing those who make the laws, and if we influence how they vote on the items brought to them.”

“Public education experienced painful cuts this last legislative session.  You’re seeing the effects of those cuts right now in the form of larger class size, teacher layoffs, modified step/column movement, no CPI/COLA increases… The effect of an evenly split House of Representative produced political trading for bills just to receive a hearing, let alone move a policy concept forward. Most debates happened behind closed doors, without transparency and did not include the public. As a result, good public policy that would have helped protect public education, and value educators and their profession, took a back seat to lawmakers’ political agendas.

This year, we need you to be more involved in the political decisions that impact your students, your classrooms, and your livelihood.  Last legislative session, our 47,000 member organization produced around 2,000 emails to elected lawmakers.  We can do better!

2011-2012 PIE (People for the Improvement of Education) Goals:
· Increase member knowledge of the importance of their voice.  
· Successful 2011-2012 PIE Drive/Increased participation
· Create a Political Organizing Team for the Cascade UniServ Council
· Formation of a Legislative Contact Team 
· Build ongoing relationships with local legislators
· Invite legislators into our classrooms and schools 
· Help legislators understand the job that we do, the ramifications of their legislative decisions in Salem, and how it impacts our schools’
· Develop/Support pro-education political candidates (State level and local school board level)

Activity 3

[Have participants fill out the “Political Activity Commitment Sheet” on the back of the “Is It Politics” handout.]

“Choose one thing on the commitment sheet that you will do to become a political activist for your career and “Great Public Schools for Every Child.”

“Politics involves us all whether we are active or not. Become active. Get involved in whatever way you can. If you signed up for the Political Organizing Team or Legislative Contact Team, the committee chair will be in contact with you directly. If you signed up to become involved, you will be contacted by someone in our association when your help is needed.




[Collect the political activity commitment 
sheets and return to Alison Vickery, OEA PIE Director.]
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